
1.	 Four-word title

2.	 (Dual Category Book) cover you hate

3.	 (Dual Category Book) cover you love

4.	 An author who published a title within the last five years

5.	 Audie Award Winner

6.	 Author who’s new to you

7.	 Author shares a name with a family member

8.	 Author shares a name with an Animal Crossing 
character

9.	 Author who has written a banned or challenged book

10.	BIPOC horror writer

11.	Book of poetry written by a LGBTQ+ author

12.	Canadian author

13.	Category from another reading challenge

14.	Character has a pet dog

15.	Character wears a cape or cloak

16.	Characters encounter a cave

17.	 Characters go on a road trip

18.	Choose a book based on the spine

19.	Cliffhanger ending

20.	Contains a plot twist

21.	Cover is your least favorite color

22.	Cover that is at least 50% blue

23.	“Do” or “Don’t” in title

24.	Evergreen Book Award Winner

25.	Features soccer

26.	Found on a library staff booklist

27.	Gender or culture swapped retelling

28.	Ghost story

29.	In translation

30.	Includes a female athlete

31.	Includes an element of drag culture

32.	Includes merfolk

33.	Magic in the title

34.	Makes you feel cozy

35.	Memoir/autobiography by a person you’re not familiar 
with

36.	Name of an item from your kitchen in the title

37.	Narrative non-fiction

38.	Of your choosing

39.	Pen or pencil on the cover

40.	Realistic fiction

41.	Reese’s Book Club pick

42.	Selected from the Lisa Simpson Reading Challenge

43.	Set during the 1960s

44.	Set in the New England region of the US

45.	Set in West Africa

46.	Silhouette on the cover

47.	 Spans multiple generations

48.	Survival story

49.	Takes place in Victorian England

50.	Title starts with the first letter of your name

51.	Title written in cursive

52.	Upside down image on cover

53.	Use the fortune teller to discover 
what to read

54.	Washington State Book Award 
finalist or winner

55.	Without the word “the” in the title

2026 Category List 
Join Tacoma Public Library’s year-long reading adventure for Adults 
and Teens to broaden your reading horizons and connect with fellow 
book lovers in your community!

•	55 categories to choose from, each title read must fit a single 
category prompt

•	Adults – read 50 books, teens (13 and up) – read 25 books
•	The challenge begins on Friday, Jan. 2, 2026. The final day to register and 

report is Saturday, Dec. 19, 2026, to become an Extreme Reader
•	Visit tacomalibrary.org/extreme-reader for registration details, reading 

recommendations, and category definitions

tacomalibrary.org | 253.280.2800


